p-il 


^ l^QUistahourslofli 

Ferd. j?^rtf»>»cisUkcancnuiotisrncapingFroft, 

That bites the firft borne Iflfaots of the Spnog. 

B er. Well, fay I atn, why fliould proud Suinmer boaft^ 
Before the birds hauc any caufc to ling / 

Why fhould I ioy in any aborduc birth ! 

At Chriftmas I no more defite a rbfe , 

Then with a Snow in Mayes new fanglcd fliowes : 

, But like of each thing that in feafon growes. 

So you to lludie now it is too late, 

That were todymbe orethe houfc to vrilocke the gate» 

Per. Well, fit you out, goe how Bev^ne : adue. 

Ber. Nomy good Lord, I hauc fwometoftay with yom , 
And though I heue for Barbariftne fpoke more, 

Then for that Angcll knowledge you can fay, 

Yet confident Ilekccpc what 1 hauc fworne. 

And bide the penance of each three ycarcs daye. 

Giue me the paper, let me reade die fame. 

And to the ftrideft dccrecsllc write my name; 

Ter. How wcllthisyeclding refcaes thee from fliamc. 
Berdtem. That no woman Ihall come within a mile of re/ 
Court. 

Hath this beeneprpclaimed ? 

Lbk, Foure day.es agoe. 

Ber. Let’s fee the penalcie. 

On paine of loofing her tongue. 

Who dcuis’d this penalcie ? 

Ze».Marry that did !• 

Ter. SweeteLotd, andwhy? 

Ze?;. To fright them hence with that dread pcnaltic, 

A dangerous law againil gentilitie. 

Item, If any man be fcenc to talfcc with a woman within the 
cearmeof three yeeres, he (hall endure fuch publike (haree, as 
the reft of the Court fliallpoffiblydcuife. 

Ber. This Article my Liedgc your fclferauftbreakc, 

For w ell you know here comes in Embafiie 
The French Kings^daughter, with your felfc to fpeake : 

A Maidc of grace andcompleacemaicftic, 

. About furrendervp of Aquitaine 
To her decrepit, fickc, and bed- rid Father, 

Therefore 


i 

f 

5 




Loues Labour slofi, 

Thcreforcthisarcicleis madein vainc,^^ 

Or vainely comes th’admircd PnnccireJwthcr. , 

What fay you Lords.? 

Why, this was quite forgot, _ 

‘ Sofludiceucrmoreisoucrihot, 

While it doth ftudy to hauc what k would, 

It doth forget to doe the thing it fliould ; 

'And when it hath the thing it hunteth moR, 

Tis won as townes with fife, fo won, fo loft, 

Fer. Wee muftof force difpence with this Decree^ 
She muft lye here on raecre neceflity. 

Ber. Neceflity will make vs both fotfworne 
Three thoufand times within this three yeeres fpace s 
For cucry man with his affefts is borne, 

Notby mightmaftred,but by fpeciall grace. 

If I breake faith, this word (hall breake for me, 

I am forfworne on mecrc neceflitie; 

So to the Lawes at large I write my name, 

'And he that breakes them in the leaft degree^ 

Stands in attainder of etcmallfliame. 
Suggeftionsaretoothersasto mce: 

But 1 belecue although I fe cme fo lot k, 
lamthelaftthatwilllaftkeepe hisoth. 

But isthcre noquickcrecrcation granted f 

Fer, I that there is, our Court you know is hanted ' 
,With a refined trauailer of Spaine, 

A man in all the worlds new fafluon planted. 

That hath a mint of phrafes in hisbraine : 

One, who the Muficke of his owne vaine tongue,' 

Doth rauifli like inchanting harmonic:. 

A man of complements whom right and wrong 
Hauechofeasvmpireof thcic mutinie. 

This childe of fancie that Armado bight, 

Forintcrimto our ftudies (hallrelate. 

In high-borne words the worth ofraany a Knights 
From tawny Spaine 1^ in the worlds debated 
How you delight my Lords I know not I, 

But I prottft I louetoheare him Tic, 

^dl will vfs him for ^ly Minftr dfic. 
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